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- I'M FIGHTING TO FREE
. QUR TOWN FROM THE VIRUS/
' 4 ‘ THESE NEW ENEMIES OF
H G “ S Gk HUMANTY DONT STAND
DOING?

OH YEAH? AND ' ' j THAT'S BECAUSE

HAHAHR, THAT'S GREAT, l%u'r . S HOW COME I NEVER o YOU DON'T REMEMBER
I WOULDN'T CALL VIRUSES "NEW'". | W JOHG I NEVER o . NT R
THERE CAN BE NEW FORMS, SURE, | | Feze Bene Sy

BUT VIRUSES ARE MILLIONS OF 3 5 4

YEARS QLD/

ANYWAY, " WHAT ABOUT
RAUL, YOU CAN'T ' TRACES?
YOSSIBLY BE RIGHT/ >
VIRUSES DON'T LEAVE
FOSSILS - THEY ARE
QUST A BUNCH OF RNA
OR DNA IN A YROTEIN
CATSID: THEY
CAN'T YOSSIBLY
FOSSILIZE!

WELL, OK, TRACES AND
MARKS LEFT BY ANIMALS AND
YLANTS FROM THE YAST THAT

SHOW UY ON FOSSILIZED
SURFACES KINDA COUNT TOO...
BUT I CAN'T BELIEVE THINGS

AS SMALL AS VIRUSES COULD
LEAVE TRACES!
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LET ME SHOW YOu A DIFFERENT
ANGLE! HAVE YOU EVER HEARD
OF PALEQVIROLOGY? IT'S A NEW THERE ARE VIRUSES

SCIENCE THAT STUDIES VIRUSES CALLED "RETROVIRUSES'
FROM THE DISTANT VAST. y THAT ENTER HOST
4 CELLS AND INTEGRATE

INTO THE GENOME.

ONCE INTEGRATED INTOQ
THE DNA, THEY MAY BE
YASSED DOWN THROUGH
GENERATIONS, BECOMING
WHERE DO YOU k "RETROVIRAL FOSSIV.
FIND VIRUS FOSSILS?
IN QUR OWN
DNA/

MANY RETROVIRAL FOSSILS ARE
YRESENT NOT ONLY IN US, BUT
ALSQ IN YRIMATES THAT LAST
SHARED A COMMON ANCESTOR
WITH US QVER 20 MILLION
YEARS AGQ, WHICH MEANS THAT
THOSE VIRUSES ARE AT LEAST
20 MILLION YEARS QLD

LN

YOU KNOW HOW YOu
SAID VIRUSES DON'T

WOWWW, S0 LD/
P LEAVE TRACES?

HAHAHA/
AND THERE'S
MORE/

WELL, THEY DO/ WE HAVE
GENES THAT HELY US FIGHT THEREFORE, THE ADATTATIONS
VIRUSES, AND SOME QF OF THESE GENES REFLECT

THESE ARE SYECIFIC FOR THE EVOLUTION OF THE
SOME TYYES OF VIRUSES. VIRUSES THAT THEY FIGHT/

S0... WE HAVE INDEED! THIS IS WHY
VIRUS FOSSILS IN YALEQVIROLOGY IS IMPORTANT:
QUR DNA AND TRACES UNDERSTANDING HOW WE
OF ANCIENT BATTLES WON THOSE BATTLES IN THE
YAST CAN HELY US WIN

IN QUR GENES?”/
THAT'S COOL/ QUR FUTURE BATTLES!

/\‘




